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CEMETERY AND FUNERAL 
SERVICES 

 
PRIVATE TRANSPORT INFORMATION SHEET    

 
Information for families who do not plan to use a funeral home 
 
Though funeral services are typically performed by a 
licensed funeral director through a licensed funeral 
home, the Cremation, Interment and Funeral 
Services Regulation allows a person who is not 
acting in a business capacity to transfer the remains 
of the deceased to a cemetery or crematorium.   
 
The physician or coroner, depending on the 
circumstances associated with the death, should be 
able to provide the Physician’s Medical Certification 
of Death within 48 hours.  A Burial Permit is required 
for either cremation or full burial. Vital Statistics 
require both the Death Registration and the Medical 
Certificate of Death before they are able to provide 
the Death Certificate and the Burial Permit. Vital 
Statistics can be reached at 1-250-952-2681 during 
regular business hours. 
 
Prior to the removing the deceased from the home, 
hospital or care facility, the person applying for 
permission to transfer the remains must complete a 
Private Transfer Permit Application form to obtain a 
permit from the Director, Consumer Protection BC.   
 
The Director requires confirmation that steps are 
being taken to ensure that no health hazard is 
presented either to families and or individuals 
assisting, including crematoria staff when cremation 
is intended, and that all proper documentation is in 
place.  If a person assisting the family receives any 
payment for their services they would fall into the 
category of a funeral provider and cannot assist the 
family. 
 
The handling of the remains and transfer must be 
done in a dignified and respectful manner.  An 
enclosed, rigid container must be used. The 
container must not leak and must not otherwise 
present a health hazard.  The deceased must be 
transferred in a sanitary vehicle where the container 
is not visible to the public.  
 
The remains must be transferred to their final 
destination as soon as possible. Remains cannot be 
left in a public area and the person transferring the 
remains must be in the vehicle or it must be locked 
and secure at all times. 
 
It is recommended that the legal representative 
contact the cemetery or crematorium prior to the 
transfer occurring so the appropriate arrangements 

can be discussed and agreed upon with the cemetery 
and crematorium personnel.  
 
If the deceased is being cremated, a cremation 
authorization form must be completed by the legal 
representative as noted in section 5 of the Cremation, 

Interment and Funeral Services Act prior to 
cremation. A physician or licensed embalmer must 
remove pacemakers or other radioactive or 
mechanical device prior to cremation.  The deceased 
must be enclosed in a rigid container sufficient to 
prevent a health hazard to crematoria personnel.  
 
If you do decide to use a funeral home, the funeral 
director will ensure that all the necessary legal and 
logistical arrangements will be completed on your 
behalf.  Once the deceased is released from the 
hospital the funeral home will: transfer the deceased 
to the funeral home for sheltering (mandatory 48 hour 
waiting period between death and cremation); 
register the death and obtain the necessary 
cremation / burial permits; provide a suitable casket 
or container; provide an original death certificate; 
assist with the applications for any death benefits or 
financials assistance that may be available.  
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